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By Katharine Russ 

The 22 page, $100,000.00 Huron Report was com-
missioned by the LADWP and paid for by taxpayers
regarding  projected costs for a 400MW Solar Plan for
Los Angeles to be implemented by 2014. The Report
falls drastically short in its analysis because it fails to
address critical issues such as employee wage in-
creases, liability insurance, property taxes and ease-
ments on rooftops, etc., that will arise over the five
year period marked by Measure B.

There are any number of renewable energies that
could be utilized to break dependence on coal. To
name a few: Geothermal, Hydro power, Solar power,
Tidal power, Wave power or Wind power, none of
which were considered by Mayor Villaraigosa/ IBEW
in their “Green” plan. After taking 45 days and using
over 10,000 computer simulations on cost factors, the
Huron Report states that to get a greener economy and
good jobs in LA,  it will cost only .90 - $1.05 per
month, less than a cup of coffee to clean our air," re-
marked Michael Trujillo, ‘Yes on B’ campaign man-
ager. But,  the Huron Report cannot calculate the
number of sunny days required to make solar panels a

good investment for any home or business owner, es-
pecially in such a fragile economy. 

The “Industrial, Economic & Administrative”
(IEA) report, prepared by PA Consulting, projects
costs to range between $2.8 billion and $3.6 billion- a
stark contrast from Huron’s projected costs of $1.5 bil-
lion and a much higher tab to ratepayers than Trujillo’s
“cup of coffee.”

LADWP’s website says, “Solar power systems can
be installed almost anywhere that receives unob-
structed sunshine. LADWP recommends a location
with direct sun from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. year round. Shad-
ing is a critical issue, because even a small amount of
shade can reduce (or even eliminate) the system’s out-
put. PV system installation costs may vary due to the
slope of the roof and roofing material.”  Without ar-
chitectural and engineering studies, the Stochastic
Analysis, or creative hyperbole, asserted by Huron,
boils down to a “pie in the sky” wish-list that cannot be
accomplished in a five year period.

Los Angeles Controller, Laura Chick remarked in an
interview that the recently proposed L.A. Solar Plan
"stinks and (she) would not vote for Measure B." Three
Councilmen, Dennis Zine, Bernard Parks, and Greig
Smith, who voted in favor to place Measure B on the
ballot are now in opposition of it. Does this opposition
expose an admission that the proposed measure was not
read by Councilmembers before an affirmative vote in
November 2008? 

The Huron Report concludes, “Assuming effective
program oversight and implementation, stochastic 
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Proposed Training Program Igniting Tempers
By Katharine Russ

The L.A. Sanitation Dept of Public Works filed its initial draft Mitigation Negative
Declaration (MND) on January 15, for the Lopez Truck Driver Training Program sit-
uated in the 400-acre landfill.  Karen Coca, Environmental Officer - Bureau of Sani-
tation, noted through an email that the review period would close on March 16, giving
community members little time for outreach.

In its ‘Project Description’ the Training Academy will initially consist of one class
at a time of twelve students, who will receive 160 hours of instruction and training in
each four-week session.  At full operation, the Training Academy will start one twelve-
student class session every two weeks.  A maximum of 24 students will occupy the
project site at any one time.  Ten trucks will be available for training, two in reserve.

Resident’s correspondence to Coca focus on discrepancies in the MND, citing fac-
tors that need further mitigation. Among them, air quality, biological resources, haz-
ards, hazardous materials, hydrology, water quality, land use planning, noise
transportation and traffic.

Residents in the County of L.A. are angry that they have not received requested
documentation regarding the project plans, permits etc. and that this “school” has
moved forward with virtually no public notice. 

Councilman Richard Alarcon defended the project saying, “The truck driving acad-
emy uses a small area of the landfill, which is already being used by city vehicles and
cannot be developed into park space for at least 30 years.  (160 acres of Lopez Canyon
is actual land-fill, and cannot be used for active park space due to the fact it is still set-
tling).”  After 30 years, if gas and leachate production (liquid produced from decom-
position of waste) and subsidence (sinking down of land) of the ground surface have
fallen to minimal levels, public recreation and other uses consistent with a zoning des-
ignation of ‘Open Space’ may be initiated. 

Alarcon also noted a 20-year plan that includes seven phases of development in-
cluding a 5-acre park, called White Horse Canyon, scheduled to open in June.
Throughout 1975- 1996, the Lopez Canyon Landfill posed serious environmental and
health concerns for residents of the area, resultant of the 19 million tons of trash
dumped so close to their homes.  Originally, the Lopez Amenities Fund was a $6 mil-
lion mitigation fee paid to the City of Los Angeles to benefit the local communities,
whose neighborhoods within a 5-mile radius were impacted by the landfill operation.

The full text of the motion shows the 'Training Opportunity Program' is actually
the new Teamsters Union-backed Truck Driver Training Program which will be
moved from Long Beach to the Lopez Canyon Landfill with money taken from the
now-defunct Hansen Dam Environmental Awareness Center Fund.  The funds were
originally destined for those communities immediately adjacent to the landfill.  Those
areas includes all of Lake View Terrace, parts of CD 2 and Los Angeles County, while
only a small portion of CD 7 falls within that area. 

Alarcon said, “The Academy is being paid for by a combination of state funds, fed-
eral funds and private contributions.  The $100,000 from the Hansen Dam Environ-
mental Center Awareness Fund was identified for the program to ensure that at least
25% of the students enrolled are from CD 7.  This was agreed to by the Lopez Canyon
Community Advisory Committee.”  This Committee was “hand-picked” by Alarcon.

Marlene Rader, resident of Kagel Canyon, and member of the Foothill Trails Dis-
trict Neighborhood Council (FTDNC) said, “In these hard times there are many truck 
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Garbage and Gas in Lopez Canyon

G.M., D.W.P., H. David Nahai at LANCC Meeting, February 7, 2009

Measure B’s Huron Report- Fiction minus Fact 
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Tuesday, Feb. 24

Bolton Hall Museum
Presents “Horsin’Around”
10110 Commerce, S-T
Docent Tours
1-4 pm 352-3420

Hillside KickOff Meet.
NV City Hall
7747 Foothill, S-T
5 - 8 p.m.

Achievement Awards Dinner
Sunland-Tujunga BPW
S-T Elks Lodge
10137 Commerce, S-T
6:30 pm 352-3738

Pasadena Radio Ham Club
Kaiser Permanente Office Bldg.
393 E. Walnut, Pas.
.

Thursday, Feb. 26

Public Hearing Re:
Waste Management
Marvin Braude Center+
Van Nuys Blvd, VN
8:30 am

Panorama City NC
Mission Community Hospital
14860 Roscoe Blvd., PC
6:30 pm 785-9355

SNC Gen. Meet.
Sylmar Elementary School
12319 Phillippin Syl
6:30 – 9:30pm

MHNC Senior Com.
10161 Sepulveda. MH.
6:30 pm

Focus Group for Valley
Regional Congress

M. Braude Con. Center
6262 Van Nuys, VN
6:30 pm 213-473-4529

Saturday, Feb. 28

MHNC Outreach-Gen-Youth
Volunteers Needed
2 pm call 892-2414

Free Spay & Neuter Day
Districts 6 and 7 only
Mission Hills Ani-
mal Care
15321 Brand. MH
6:30 am 756-
9115/452-7381

Monte Carlo Night
Elks Lodge 2098
6 pm 352-2098

Sunday, Mar. 1

Bolton Hall Museum
Presents “Horsin’
Around”
10110 Commerce,
S-T
Docent Tours
1-4 pm 352-3420

Monday, Mar. 2

LA City Businss Tax
Deadline

SNC Public Serv.
Commit.

Sylmar Park
13109 Borden, Syl
6:30 pm

STNC LUC Commit
North Valley City Hall
7747 Foothill S-T
7 pm 951-7411

Tuesday, Mar. 3

VOTE -ELECTION DAY

Bolton Hall Museum
Presents “Horsin’Around”
10110 Commerce, S-T
Docent Tours
1-4 pm 352-3420

MHNC Safety Comm
16161 Sepulveda, MH
7 pm 892-2414

Relay For Life
Sylmar Park
13109 Bordon, Syl
8:15 pm

Wednesday, Mar. 4

NHWNC Gen Meet.
Holy Martyers Aremen. Sch.
1667 Parthenia, NH
7 pm

Thursday, Mar. 5

PCNC Land Use
Mission Community Hospital
14860 Roscoe Blvd., PC
6:30 pm 894-7841

Saturday, Mar. 7

Saving LA Project (SLAP)
Location Hollywood City Hall
12 noon
www.Ronkayela.com

Friends of GH Library
10640 Petit, GH
10:30 am 368-5689

MHNC Youth Outreach
10161 Sepulveda Blvd.
4 pm 892-2412

Community Prayer & Lunch
For Fire Victims
L.A. Luthern High
13570 Eldridge, Syl
11 am-12:30 pm 709-0113x187

Sunday, Mar. 8

DAYLIGHT SAVING
(Turn clocks ahead)

Bolton Hall Museum
Presents “Horsin’Around”
10110 Commerce, S-T
Docent Tours
1-4 pm 352-3420

Monday, Mar. 9

PCNC Outreach
PCNC Office (4th Floor)
14500 Roscoe Blvd., PC
6:30 pm 714-2133

SNC Land Use Com
Sylmar Park
13109 Borden, Syl
6:30 pm

MHNC Zoning & Land Use
10161 Sepulveda,. MH.
6:30 pm

Tuesday, Mar. 10

PCNC Commerce
Wells Fargo Bank
8548 Van Nuys Blvd., PC
2:30 pm 714-2133

Bolton Hall Museum
Presents “Horsin’Around”
10110 Commerce, S-T
Docent Tours
1-4 pm 352-3420

SVANC Gen Meet
10631 Vinedale, SV
6:30

SNC Outreach Com.
Sylmar Park
13109 Bordon, Syl
6:30 pm

MHNC Board/Land Use
LAPD Mission Station
1121 Sepulveda, MH
6 pm

Wednesday, Mar. 11

Rotary Club
Coco’s Restaurant
10521 Sunland, S-T
7 pm 951-5299
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Mark YOUR Calendar

Jim Summers, Realtor, CIPS
Direct: (818) 363-7955 • Cell: (818) 321-6259

jimsummers@realtor.com

Property Listings:
www.JimSummers.com
(Newest Listing here, Market Trends, Community info)

GH Residential Properties:
www.GranadaHillsEstates.com
(Search the entire SoCal area for Listings)

GH Community Websites:
www.GranadaHillsAlliance.org, www.OGHRG.org,
www.GHSNC.org, www.GHNNC.org,
www.GranadaChamber.com, www.RealtorRescues.org

Equestrian Estates:
www.HorsePropertyUSA.com

International Properties:
Sweden, Norway, Monaco, New Zealand,
Panama, Costa Rica, Australia, UK, Italy
www.JimSummers.com

Mountain & Vacation Properties:
Big Bear, Lake Arrowhead, Hawaii
www.EscapeToBigBear.com

“Serving Granada Hills and beyond...”“Serving Granada Hills and beyond...”

MARK YOUR CALENDAR
Share your events with your neighbors through:
InformNVR@aol.com FREE!

Arl - Arleta, G.H. - Granada Hills, K.C. - Kagel Canyon, LA - Los Angeles,
LVT - Lake View Terrace, LTC - La Tuna Canyon, M.H. - Mission Hills,
NR - Northridge, NVCH - North Valley City Hall, Pac - Pacoima, S-T -
Sunland-Tujunga, S.V. - Sun Valley, Syl - Sylmar, V.N. - Van Nuys, PC -
Panorama City

Please support your NVR Advertisers so we can support you.


